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The town of Dudley has a birthday coming up - a big one. The city’s centennial celebration in the works and the party 
will be held in December.

“We are real excited about it,” Dudley Mayor Delano Butler said.

In planning for the celebration, the city is enjoying a sprucing up. New shrubbery has been planted and new welcome 
signs placed at four city entrances. 

Butler said the event has been in the works for over two years.

Compiling one hundred years of history is no small feat, but is a task Edith Jansen and Sandra Odum were willing to 
undertake for the big event.

“We have been working on it for quite some time,” Jansen said. “We have a lot of material to condense.”

The group said the only thing in the town that has been around since 1902 is the railroad. The bank came to Dudley in 
1905. 

One item all involved have found interesting is the minutes of city council meetings dating all the way back to 1902. 
The planning committee wouldn’t divulge any details, saying they are saving it for the book.

In honor of Dudley’s heritage, Dudley Mayor from 1959-1962 Gladstone Jansen, Edith’s husband, was honored 
posthumously at a recent city council meeting.

The resolution recognized the fact that Jansen, along with other council members, realized the need “to improve the 
quality of life for the citizens of Dudley.” He was heralded for his role in improving the city’s water system through a 
project that included the installation of fire mains, the drilling of an additional well and the construction of a water filter
plant for the City Of Dudley.

Though Dudley’s official birthday is December 17 the celebration will be held December 13 and 14.

A gospel sing, a program focusing on Dudley’s history and growth and a luncheon will be held. History books will be 
available at the event also.

Butler said the community is excited about the event.

“But we need volunteers,” Butler said.

In gearing up for the centennial, t-shirts, car tags and key chains have already started to circulate. 

The planning committee welcomed everyone with ties to Dudley, or anyone interested in learning more about the 
Dudley, to attend the celebration.

Anyone with any interesting historical information, photos or memorabilia is asked to contact Dudley City Hall at 676-
3495
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